
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 92-139
SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS

UNOCAL CORPORATION
RICHMOND TERMINAL
RICHMOND, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter called the Board, finds
that:

Description of Discharger

1. Unocal Corporation (hereinafter called the Discharger) owns and operates the Richmond Terminal, a petroleum
distribution facility (hereinafter called the Facility). The facility is presently used to store refined petroleum
hydrocarbons, such as gasoline, diesel fuel and heating oils. In addition the facility also blends and packages
lubricating oils. There are about 20 above ground, welded steel tanks ranging in size between 1,000 and
80,000 barrels.

2. The Facility is located at 1300 Canal Boulevard on the shore of the Santa Fe Chaunel in the City of Richmond's
Inner Harbor area.

Previous Investigations

3. During the Loma Prieta earthquake on October 17, 1989, four storage tanks ruptured and released 4,873 barrels
of gasoline and 470 barrels of lubricating oil. The release was contained by the retaining dike around the tank
farm. The facility has 38 ground water monitoring and recovery wells. The discharger has submitted quarterly
ground water monitoring and sampling reports to the Board's staff. The recovered ground water is transported
to the Unocal refinery in Rodeo, California. The June 1992 Quarterly Ground Water Sampling Report,
submitted for the facility, noted the following:

a. Ground water was about 2 to 5 feet below ground surface, the discharger reports a hydraulic mounding
in the eastern portion of the facility with ground water flow to the north, east and south;

b. Ground water monitoring wells MW-1 and RW-17 had free phase petroleum hydrocarbon products
with the greatest thickness being 0.02 feet;

c. Detectable total petroleum hydrocarbons as gasoline (EPA Method 5030) as high as 63 mg/I has been
detected in RW-9; and,

d. Benzene (EPA Method 8020) as high as 0.46 mg/L has heen detected in RW-9.

Cost Recovery

4. The Board's staff has notified the Discharger that pursuant to Sections 25270.9 and 25270.11 of Chapter 6.67,
Division 20 of California's Health and Safety Code the Discharger shall be liable to the extent of the reasonable
costs actually incurred in overseeing or contracting for cleanup or abatement efforts. The Discharger has
agreed to reimburse the State according to Sections 25270.9 and 25270.11.

5. The Discharger shall also be liable to reimburse the State for its reasonable costs related to cleanup activities,
not otherwise reimbursed, pursuant to Section 13304(c) of the California Water Code.
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